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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An appliance located states accumulating method of 
accumulating data of a positional relation of positions where a plurality of appliances 
mutually connected through a network are located, corn prising i the st e ps of: 

(a) receiving state Information indicative of operating state changes of the 
appliances constituted of a distributed computer through said network; 

(b) calculating an occurrence time difference from th e s tat e chang es occurred 
i n th e app l ianc es occurrence times when the state changes have been detected as 
having occurred by differing ones of the appliances, in accordance with occurrence 
time information indicative of occurrence times of the state changes included in the 
state Information; and 

(c> c a lculat i ng tho pos i tional relation o fa cauiring a distance between the 
positions, where the appliances occur the state changes, from the calculated 
occurrence time difference. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said step 
( ^acquiring calculates the positional relation in accordance with the occurrence time 
difference of the state changes occurred in toe-two appliances and relationship 
weight Information indicative of a distance between the two appliances, with both 
pr e v i ou s ly s tored. 
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3. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein said relationship weight 
Information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression in accordance with 
two elements: number of times of occurring the state changes; and the occurrence 
time difference of the state changes occurred in the two appliances. 



4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus constituted of a plurality of appliances 
mutually connected through a network and for accumulating data of a positional 
relation of positions where the appliances are located, comprising: 

a reception means for receiving state Information indicating operating state 
changes of the appliances constituted of a distributed computer through said 
network; 

calculation means calculating an occurrence time difference from the state 
ch a ng es occurred in tho appl i anooo occurrence times when the state changes have 
been detected as having occurred by differing ones of the appliances, in accordance 
with occurrence time information indicative of occurrence times of the state changes 
included in the state information; and 

calculation moano ooloulotlng - t h o positiona l relation of a cquiring means 
acquiring a distance between t he positions, where the appliances occur the state 
changes, from the calculated occurrence time difference. 

5. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said 
calculat i on a cauirinQ means ca l oulato c acauires the positional relation in accordance 
with the occurrence time difference of the state changes occurred in 4be two 



PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 5/9/2005 5:56:53 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] * SVR:USPTC«FXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSH):703 312 6666 * DURATION (mm-ss):0444 



05/09/05 17:00 FAX 703 312 6666 



A T S K 



EI006/015 



ANDO ef a/., SN 10/020,116 
Amdt. dated 05/09/2005 



Dkt. 500.40994X00/E6320-01EW 

Page 5 



Reply to OA mailed 02/09/2005 

appliances and relationship weight information indicative of a distance between the 
two appliances,, with both prev te os iy^s t o r edr 

6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 5 ( ftirth e p 
comprising storing means for storing the occurrence time difference of the state 
changes occurred in the two appliances and the relationship weight Information 
indicative of the distance between the two appliances. 

7, (Original) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the relationship 
weight information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression In 
accordance with two elements: number of times of occurring the state changes; and 
the occurrence time difference of the state changes occurred in the two appliances. 
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